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uation whieh’ developed largely in the last decade of the a pavesath 

BY ury. — Progressive educators in town and city schools were introducing 
1a: re study into the curriculum, School gardens, were attracting atten— 
ion in many places throughout the country. Cornell University was en- 
aging nature study as the basis of a better agricultural education, : 
educators, in response to the demand on the part of farm people, 


me cesavce of life in the country, ain Bead topes or Liberty Hyde 


lets for use in rural schools and assisted in-the organization of 
ature study clubs. Since many of the rural. ‘teachers had not had much, 
aration: for: the OU ee of ae Lua the experiment. 


as rural Life, eS farmers’ institutes in many States epopete tes 
« 4} 

ietion bee Kaaka: gol. tests, and identification of plants, as a means 
‘ oe ne: ee ‘young cay The ee jOL: coe #ype of work Cea 


me Pe. mihstatute ‘that ee eabed a great deal pie BG, one pe. 

e of th ; interest had been revived in-the institute 

m boys, ‘was in Macoupin County, Illinois. .. 

a | ae Wf, Bh “Otweit furni ghed 2 small ‘package of ‘seed corn to each of . 

500 boys. who were to grow corn and maké an exhibit for prizes at the 2 

me oni the. ‘next’ farmers! . inet TnGy es 9) po Bie Pertee or Mieaees of! in- 
portgn: was ih Nana in’ HAS eae ; . 


Mt eieten, wontine goles club: ‘meetings, pois ie cee members! 
an exhibit. In February 1902; Superintendent 0, J. Kern, | 
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who was promoting the improvement of rural schools in Winnebago County, 
Illinois, organized a farmer boys! experiment club in cooperation with 
the agricultural college. About 1903, the Texas Farmers' Congress spon— 
scred the Farmer Boys' ‘ané: Girls' League. In Iowa, a boys! and girls' 
agricultural club was organized in March 1904 by County Suverintendent 
of Schools Cap HE, Miller at Sigourney, Keokuk County. 


The work with the farm boys in Illinois reached a spectacular climax 
at the Louisiana Purchase Exposition, St. Louis, Mo., in 1904, when 8,000 
Illinois farm boys contributed to the corn exhibit in the Palace of Agri- 
culture. : About this: time the Ohio State Federation of Rural Schools' 
Agricultural Clubs was orgrnized, and the members received printed direc- - 
tions and. report..sheets issued by the Sicdepanes x. Students’ Union of the 
State college ae be a apie "hg e tS ae 

asthe: Sade oment of a program ao me an ead bina was meee? in 
1905 by, Os. Hy Bop county SupeEEnveNs cnt of schools in Be County, 
Towas © 


In the early develovment of. -the control of. the boll weevil in the 
Sputnndiaceaman A, Knapp, ofthe United States Department of Agricul tures: 
encouraged the formation of boys' ‘corn clubs. — The. first’ of these boys" and 
girls! demonstration clubs was orgenized in 1907, in Holmes County, Miss., 
by W. ees Smith, a school superintendent. He was later employed to. further ~~ 
boys! and girls’ club work, by the United States.Department of. Agriculture. © 
In March 1909, 0, -B, Martin, former State superintendent.of schools in. |. 
South Carolina, was employed by Dr. Seaman Knapp to give attention to.-the ... 
development of ne demonstration and boys! and girls' ee in Southern 
Statess” acs: ies Lo aes eS at See Pe My os ey Sa 5 ae 
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The Pate! | canning clubs faieinabed in re Gavan ties Bon Carolina, early 
in 1910, Miss Marie Cromer, teacher of a rural school, went in December. , 
1909 as a representative of Aiken County to the annual session of the school 
improvement association. -At this meeting, she made contact with a represen-— 
tative of the United States Department of Agriculture. and discussed club 
work as it. might relate to -the development of a program suited to girls. 


From these illustrations, it can be seen that the beginnings of 4-H 
Club work were not the ideas of.any one individual but grew out of situa- 
tions existing throughout: the country,-and many persons played an impor—. ~ 
tant part in the early development, The fundamental principle behind 
this activity was:to extend agricultural, education.t° young people in the _ 
rural areas through the organization of ;bo¥s a Zirls into clubs, 3 
statement of early objectives. of. bovs! and. girls' elub. work coincides | ies 
closely with the present objectives of AnH. Club work... The terminology... 
and methods used today are only in line with the Paes weber: of educational 
procedure and sak eoosipeeacs See hae 3 ee “ae 4 


The Stabe Ee are eolialen cae ae ee res ae of. | 
Agriculture were in intimate contact with the: development of: this new: 
type of.education. The land-grant, colleges: recommended the organization. 


ly agricultural extension activities that were developing, By 1912 
diy ali-of the agricultural colleges in the Southern States had signed 
rative agreements with the U. S. Department of Agriculture and had 
nized extension departments. Congress made some appropriation for this 
in 19138; By 1913, a system of demonstration work had been established 
Banast pla ot ‘the States. Further congressional action, resulting in 
passage of the Smith-Lever Act in 1914, provided sufficient funds for 
th - establishment of a single. extension system in which the State agricul- 

: colleges and the United States Department of Agriculture cooperated, 
H Clubs then became a definite part of the general agricultural ex- 


“The way of a new tyne of education was not easy, Among the major diffi- 
culties confronted in the early organization of bovs' and girls! club work 
\ the lack of trained leadership to handle local club organization and 
program, | The idea that information developed in a college or experiment 
ion was not applicable to local situations was prevalent. Then, teo, 
cultural science had not vet established itself in the minds of a 
at many pecple. Many alse thought that agricultural skill and tech-— 
e could be acquired by only practical farmers, The overcrowded. 
culum of the school made it difficult to have another program in- 
sted into it. This léd to the organization of the clubs outside of 
school with farm men and women acting as voluntcer leaders of clubs. 
e volunteer leaders were furnished materials and given training by 
y extension agents. Once the extension work was established, farm 
e saw the practical benefits of this type of work, so public support 
enthusiasm grew throughout the Nation, 

% 

en ee of State agricultural colleges were used to develop 
e early extension work within the State, Congressional appropriations 
in 1912. The Smith-Lever Act of 1914 established the Cooperative 
sion Service. This was further supplemented in 1928 by the Canver- 
| in 1935 by the Bankhead-Jones Act, and in 1945 by the 
id ead-Flannagen Act. State and county appropriating bodies provide 
ole All these acts have to do with agricultural extension work 
Ww ich os Club work is a part. The funds are administered cooperatively 


national headquarters for 4-H Club work are in the United States 
tment of Agriculture. The State headquarters are at the State agri- 
tural colleges. Hach State has a State club leader and assistants 

ng under the direction of a director of extension, The work in the 
is directed and supervised by county extension agents, Volunteer 
Leaders trained by the extension service direct and supervise the 
of the local clubs. 


